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Top  court 
to  rule  on 
religious 
freedom 

WASHINGTON  IBP)  —  The 

fate  of  religious  freedom  for 
Americans,  especially  business 
owners,  could  hang  in  the  bal¬ 
ance  after  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
justices  beard  oral  argument* 
March  25  in  challenges  by  two 
family -owned  corporations  to 
the  Obama  administration's 

date,  “which  requires*1 employ¬ 
ers  to  provide  abortion-causing 
dregs  for  their  workers. 

Hobby  Lobby,  a  nationwide 
retail  chain  baaed  in  Oklahoma 


I 


v  Historical  Library 


actuafhftV°k  ^  ^  whackos  X 
actually  think  their  reiigioua  beliefs 

h*ve  anything  to  do  with  their  market¬ 
place  decisions.  If  they  can’t  get  with 
the  program,  we  pleasantly  say:  Get 
outta  town.  There’s  no  place  for  the 
likes  of  you  in  Sunnyvale  ” 

.-Whrt  about  their  rights  of  con¬ 
sciences  the  reporter  pointedly  asks  the 
mayor.  ‘If  it's  a  good  tQ  for  th?Ww? 

C°?°^te  “"science,  why  is  it 

Suger  Brawl  here.  You’re  ridiculous  * 
■You  re  welcome,’  the  reporter  re¬ 
sponds,  “but  the  text  of  the  Ml  I  have 
m  my  hand  says  nothing  about  ‘right  to 
refuse  service  or  ‘right  to  discriminate 
against  gays.  It  simply  amends  our  state 


WILLIAM  PERKINS 


The  Big  Bust 


P  »  aatoep  and  steady  decline,  and 
is  unlikely  to  ever  recover.  It  has 

ed  into  an  economic  bust  for 

of  the  state. 


Welcome,  Welcome,  Welcome 


Governor  B rumble  opens  the  press 
conference  at  the  governor’s  man¬ 
sion  in  PleasantvilJe,  the  capital 
of  die  state  of  Sunnyvale. 

"I  want  to  welcome  everyone  here 
tonight,’  she  begins,  "because  our  state 
is  always  welcoming.  Welcome  citizens 
and  non-citizens.  Welcome  new  busi- 
anu  old  business.  If  someone  savs. 


"  .  - - aiuoi  TTUU 

we  are.  There  is  no  higherpnority  in  our 
state  than  making  people  feel  welcome." 

A  reporter  interrupts.  ‘Is  that  a  higher 
priority  than  the  First  Amendment?^ 
"You’re  welcome  to  ask  that,’  Gov. 

B rumble  replies.  “Of  course,  the  First 
Amendment  is  important,  too.  We  always 
Protect  religious  freedom  and  all  that 
stuff,  but  today  the  issue  is  wwlmmino 


Guest  opinion 

with  Mike  Whitehead 


protect  religious  freedom  and  ail  that 
stuff,  but  today  the  issue  is  welcoming 
businesses  to  Sunnyvale  and  so  we  want 
to  give  a  shout  out  and  a  special  wel¬ 
come  to  the  WWF  and  the  Super  Brawl  * 

The  reporter  interrupts  again.  ’Did 
they  really  threaten  to  refuse  to  do 
butnness  here  if  you  signed  the  Right 
to  Refuse  to  Do  Business  for  Religious 
Reasons  bill  into  law?” 

"Well.  now,  the  WWF  has  every  right 
to  refuse  to  do  business  with  folks  they 
with.  They  are  welcome  to  do 
™*t.  Governor  Brumble  notes,  “but  we 
wantto  assure  them  that  they  don’t  need 
are  changing  our  convio- 
nons  to  match  their  convictions  to  make 
wek°mc  here  in  Sunnyvale 

ShouldnTyourdtizeus  have  the  same 
WWF  h“?’  the 

No,  n°,  that's  the  point  I  want 


revenue  plung 
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Miniary  to  trafficking  victims  slow,  deliberate  process 


W^MOND,  Vfa.  (BP)  —  Al  mid- 
n^ght  on  a  cold  Friday  in  Janu¬ 
ary*  wree  Becton  stands  mi  a 
street  comer  along  Jefferson  Da¬ 
vis  Highway  m  Richmond,  Va. 
an  area  notoriously  known  for 
prostitution  and  crime. 

She'8  come  a  long  way.  Until 
a  few  months  ago,  Becton  wife 

of  Mark  Becton,  pastor  of  Grove 
Avenue  Church  in  Richmond 
had  to  whisper  the  word,  ‘pros¬ 
titute,  and  would  turn  red-faced 

when  she  did.  Now,  she  is  here 
among  them,  praying  for  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  tefl  the  women  of  the 

streets  how  much  they  are  loved. 

For  Becton,  a  ministry  to  hu¬ 
man  trafficking  victims  m  Rich¬ 
mond  began  in  June  2011  with 
?.  ®mple  prayer  of  surrender. 
Lord,  I  rive  up!"  Becton  prayed. 

I  surrender  to  whatever  it  is  you 

want  me  to  do.* 

to  d***1’ Stlehada  ■ot  of  learning 


mess 


Facing  the  problem 

Human  trafficking  is  the  il¬ 
legal  trade  of  people,  especially 
women  and  children,  forthe 
purposes  of  commercial  sexual 
f*P»itation  or  forced  labor.  The 
US.  State  Department  estimates 
that  600,000  to  800,000  men, 
women,  and  children  are  traf¬ 
ficked  across  international  bor¬ 
ders  each  year. 

Domestically,  human  traf¬ 
ficking  is  difficult  to  quantify 
explains  Krystal  GandoLa  a 
spokesperson  for  the  National 
Center  for  Missing  and  Exploit¬ 
ed  Children  (NCMEC).  *No  one 
knows  with  certainty  the  exact 
number  of  children  victimized 


--  Loree  Becton,  Grove  Avenue 
Baptist  Church,  Richmond,  Va. 


ton  wondered.  'Yes,'  says  Sara 
ruamof,  director  of  the  Rich¬ 
mond  Justice  Initiative,  a  non¬ 
profit,  faith-based  organization 
involved  in  local  anti -trafficking 
efforts.  "Hie  intersections  of  in¬ 
terstates  64, 95  and  295,  and  the 
eitys  proximity  to  Washington, 
D.C.,  make  Richmond  attractive 
to  traffickers.” 


through  sex  trafficking  in  the 
United  States.  Wthttot  that 
child  sex  trafficking  is  a  missing 
child  issue.” 

Of  the  60,000  missing  child 
cases  reported  to  NCMEC  be¬ 
tween  2008  and  2012,  more 
than  48,000  (81%)  are  endan¬ 
gered  runaways.  These  children, 
many  of  whom  were  in  the  child 
welfare  system  when  they  ran 
away,  left  home  voluntarily  but 
are  unable  to  care  for  them¬ 
selves.  They  are  particularly 
vulnerable  to  the  'manipulation 
and  false  promises’  of  traffick¬ 
ers,  Gandola  explains. 

If  this  information  wasn't 
alarming  enough  for  Becton,  the 
local  snapshot  was  even  more 
distressing.  Until  as  recently  as 
September  2013  the  Polaris  Proj¬ 
ect,  a  nonprofit  organization  ad¬ 
dressing  human  trafficking  on  a 
global  scale,  identified  Virginia 
as  one  of  the  "Dirty  Dozen’ U& 
states  that  did  not  effectively  ad¬ 
dress  human  trafficking  within 
its  borders. 

According  to  the  Polaris 
definition,  the  state  failed  to 
provide  adequate  legislation 
against  human  trafficking, 
training  on  human  trafficking 
for  law  enforcement  officers,  or 
safe  harbor  for  victims. 

“Could  this  really  be  happen 
ing  in  my  own  back  ymrcfr  Bec- 


New  ministry  bom 

Armed  with  this  information, 
the  question  for  Becton  then  be¬ 
came,  "What  do  we  do  now?*  Ini¬ 
tially,  she  waited. 

"For  several  months  after 
that  initial  prayer  of  surrender, 
a  number  of  women  began  ap¬ 
proaching  me,  asking,  Tfcnv  is 
your  church  involved  with  hu¬ 
man  trafficking?"  Becton  recalls. 
’I  told  them,  'We’re  not!" 

Then  Becton  began  to  explore 
a  ministry  to  exploited  women  in 
Thailat'd.  As  she  learned  more 
about  this  type  of  outreach,  she 
began  pursuing  ways  she  could 
become  more  involved  in  teach¬ 
ing  exploited  women  in  Rich¬ 
mond  and  around  the  world. 

Beet  on’s  first  step  involved 
gathering  a  group  of  women 
together  for  prayer.  The  small 
group  began  meeting  regularly, 
praying  that  God  would  show 
mem  the  specific  steps  He  want¬ 
ed  them  to  take.  Soon,  the  Pre¬ 
cious  to  God  ministry  bmed  on 
Psalm  72:14  was  bom. 

‘Psalm  72:14  in  the  Holman 
Bible  says,  'He  will  redeem  them 
from  oppression  and  violence 
for  thert&ves  are  preeaxis  foHLs 
right"  Becton  says.  That  verse 
is  a  powerful  promise  of  what 
God  wants  to  do  among  traf¬ 
ficked  women.* 

Becton  and  her  team  also  be¬ 
gan  talking  with  law  enforcement 
and  researching  the  work  of  oth¬ 
ers  involved  in  the  fight  against 
exploitation  in  the  city.  She  soon 


Tsxrim  72: 14  in  the 
Holman  Bible  says.  Ho 
will  redeem  them  from 
oppression  and  violence, 
for  their  lives  are 
precious  in  His  sight.' 
That  verse  is  a  powerful 
promise  of  what  God 
wants  to  do  among  traf¬ 
ficked  women.' 


Grove  Avsnu*  Baptist 
Church,  Richmond;  Va. 

learned  that  a  number  of  church¬ 
es  and  organizations  are  involved 
in  pieces  of  the  fight  against  hu¬ 
man  trafficking  —  prevention, 
intervention  and  aftercare  —  but 
no  single  organization  is  tying  it 
all  together. 

“We  don't  want  to  duplicate 
what  others  are  doing,’  Becton 
says.  1  see  Grove  Avenue  as 
somehow  playing  a  role  in  linking 
these  organizations  together.' 

Risky  business 

Baton  got  a  glimpse  of  what 
this  kind  of  cooperation  could 
lot/*  like  during  tne  June  i,  2013, 
*Sexpo,' a  snuul  tradeshow  of  lo¬ 
cal  pom  stars  and  erotica  exhibi¬ 
tor*  at  a  local  hotel  when  some 
local  churches  and  anti-traffick¬ 
ing  organizations  learned  of  the 
event  they  began  to  pray  togeth¬ 
er  about  how  best  to  influence 
those  attending  the  convention. 

Anastasis  International  Min¬ 
ify.  a  local  group  that  focuses 
on  helping  women  who  are  hurt- 
■C.  purchased  a  booth  at  the 
tradeshow  and  offered  free  foot 


1  from  Grove  Avenue  Church 
)  P°Vfm  tickets  and  prayer  walked 
inside  the  exhibit  hall.  To  avoid 
1  drawing  controversy  and  to  fa- 
.  curtate  quiet  Gospel-focused 
I '  conversations,  none  of  them 
openly  identified  themselves  as 
Christians  or  as  affiliated  with  a 
1  particular  church. 

I  As  the  team  from  Anastasia 

hemriaev^r exhibrtora  say^^i 

wonder  where  all  the  Chris¬ 
tians  are.  I  thought...  they’d  be 
here  protesting. 

The  women  of  Anastasis  said 
nothing.  They  finished  their 
setup  and  offered  foot  massages 
throughout  the  afternoon.  To¬ 
ward  the  end  of  the  day,  they 
heard  some  of  the  exhibitors  say 
•nin,  “Where  are  the  Christians? 
Where  is  the  church?  I  thought 
sire  the  churches  would  be  here 
lined  up  outside  with  their  signs." 

The  women  of  Anastasis 
smiled  and  decided  to  en¬ 
ter  the  conversation.  “We're 
the  church,”  group  members 
said.  “And  we've  been  here  the 
entire  time.’ 

Light  of  Christ 

It  is  these  kinds  of  face-to- 
face  conversations  that  Becton 
desires  to  hive  with  hurting 
women.  That’s  how  she  met  Val¬ 
erie  Carter,  associate  pastor  for 
(local  (global /local)  ministries  at 
Bon  Air  Church  in  the  Richmond 


Others,  including  the  team 


Bon  Air  Church  in  the  Richmond 
area. 

For  several  years.  Carter  and  a 
small  group  from  area  churches 
have  been  prayer  walking  the 
red-light  districts  of  Richmond 
one  Friday  night  a  month.  Over 
the  years,  Carter  and  her  team 
have  had  countless  conversa¬ 
tions  and  prayer  with  women 
and  transvestites  who  work  in 
the  red-light  district  along  Jeffer¬ 
son  Davis  Highway. 

Currently,  Carter  and  another 


team  member  are  regularly  fol¬ 
lowing  up  with  two  young  wom¬ 
en  they  met  a  few  months  ago. 

Although  the  number  of 

ovanged  lives  is  difficult  to  quan¬ 
tify.  Carter  trusts  that  God  is 
working  in  the  lives  of  those  sffes 
had  the  opportunity  to  meet.  "We 
never  know  how  many  women  or 
men  have  sought  help  because 
of  the  move  of  God  on  their  lives 
and  our  presence  with  the  light  of 
Christina  dark  place." 

Although  Becton  has  prayer 
walked  with  Valerie’s  team  oh 
several  occasions,  she  has  yet  to 
develop  relationships  with  wom¬ 
en  on  the  street  In  fact,  she  has 
yet  to  see  the  same  person  twice, 
the  face  to  face  has  not  gone  as 
well  as  I  would  have  liked,’  she 
acknowledges,  “but  we  continue 
to  pray  for  opportunities  to  share 
Jesus  one-on-one.  ’ 

'Prayer  driving' 

In  an  effort  to  facilitate  more 
conversations  in  the  red-light 
district,  Becton  s  team  has  begun 
prayer  driving”  Jefferson  Davis 
1  Highway  and  other  areas  during 
|  the  day.  * 

“We  realize  that  we  must 
|  pray  over  the  area  during  the 
1  daylight  hours  if  we  ever  hope 
i  to  reach  women  at  night,"  Bec- 
1  aays-  "By  doing  this,  we  are 
trusting  God’s  Spirit  to  go  be- 
,  tore  us  and  lead  us  to  those  He 
,  want*  us  to  meet.* 

I  Tne  team  is  also  exploring 
scrveral  other  options  to  UriJ? 
rate  face-to-face  jisea— Iona 
including  beginning  Bible  stud¬ 
ies  with  women  in  the  red-light 
districts,  contacting  women 
who  advertise  escort  servicra 
through  various  websites,  offers 
m*  to  pray  with  women  arrest¬ 
ed  for  prostitution,  and  meeting 
women  jailed  for  prostitution  as 
they  are  released. 

Becton  said  she  knows  that  al 
of  these  options  are  fraught  with 
danger  and  difficulty.  TVe've 
found  that  there  is  no  real  safe 
place  for  women  to  go  when  they 
are  released  from  jail.  There  are 
a  couple  of  organizations  in  the 
city  that  offer  some  level  of  af¬ 
tercare  to  exploited  women,  but 
they  are  not  eouipped  for  long¬ 
term  residential  care.’ 

In  the  face  of  such  challenges, 
Becton  and  her  team  continue  to 
(mss  forward  one  step  at  a  time. 
Ministry  is  messy,"  she  explains. 

T  want  a  concrete  plan,  but  th* 
is  not  how  the  Lord  has  been 
leading  us.’ 

So,  for  now,  Becton  and  her 
team  continue  to  pray.  They 
pray  for  increased  awareness 
of  human  trafficking  among 
believers.  They  pray  for  strong 
relationships  among  churches 
and  like-minded  organizations 
that  are  involved  in  the  fight 
against  trafficking. 

Most  of  all,  they  pray  that  God 
will  lead  them  to  come  alongside 
hurting  women  to  show  them 
His  love.  "We  can  only  take  it  a 
step  at  a  time,"  Loree  says. 
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As  I  was  reading  the  local  newspa¬ 
per  today,  the  two  lead  articles 
began  to  catch  my  attention.  They 
were  not  related  to  each  other,  hut  they 
seemedto  have  relevance  at  least  in  my 
mind.  The  feature  article  on  the  front 
Jf .the  top  was  the  announcement 
that  they  had  found  some  gravitational 
waves  that  give  further  evidence  that 

&SISS3a!SffSS^- 

scientists  that  somewhere  in  rimost 
eons  ago  for  whatever  reaso-i  there  was 
an  incredible,  somewhat  cataclysmic 
explosion  that  took  place  oul  of  which 
matter  was  formed  and  galaxies  began  to 
expand  across  the  heavens. 

the  £aKT.  reported  that  it 
took  Dlace  13.8  billion  years  ago.  One 
small  chunk  of  rock  flew  out  into  space 
and  later  it  would  inhabit  life  both  m 
plant  form  and  in  animal  form.  It  was 
a  little  rock  called  earth.  On  this  small 
rock,  there  now  lives  about  seven  billion 
people  and  you  will  find  them  in  alm«^ 

S'  place  on  earth.  According  toi  The 
Ung  Theory,  all  of  these  foDcs  along 

aDof  the  other  lMng  matter  aretfe 

result  of  millions  and  millions  of  yean 
of  an  evolutionary  process.  And  so,  here 
we  are. 

The  other  interesting  article  that 
wasin  die  paper  was  one  related  to  the 
jumbo  Plane  that 

t«>k  off  from  Malaysia,  was  beaded  to- 
ward  China  and  disappeared  from  every- 

SMssass— ‘  : 


ormed  and  galaxies  began  to  •  _ 

‘fes.  Bang>  Bang  in  the  Bible 


after  another  brilliant  theory,  one  surely 
correct  hypothesis  of  what  happened  to 
the  airplane  and  why.  As  of  tfSwriting, 
nothing  has  been  found.  Now  the  people 
coming  up  with  these  ideas  are  brilliant. 
Iwould  not  in  any  way  diminish  that. 
There  are  people  who  have  helped  put 
thousands  of  satellites  up  in  the  sky  so 
that  we  would  all  be  connected  both  to 
give  and  to  receive  information.  There 
are  folks  who  come  up  with  incredible 
equipment  that  will  provide  radar  and 
sonar  so  (hat  whether  jp  in  the  sky  or 
down  in  the  sea,  we  can  find  it. 

in  one  program  where  they  were  dis¬ 
cussing  where  the  plare  probably  went, 
one  person  had  a  strorg,  irrefutable 
theory  that  the  plane  went  north.  The 
other  person  presented  a  strong  theory 


that  it  went  south.  More  than  likely  one 
of  them  will  be  correct.  But  for  days  and 
weeks  brilliant  scientists  with  all  of  the 
'  modem  technology  at  their  fingertips 
nave  been  unable  to  come  up  with  any 
sored  of  evidence  of  where  me  plane  v 
sndhow  it  got  there.  Now  this  is  science 

ther  got  off  course,  or  intentionally  went 
to  another  place  or  fell  into  the  ocean 
and  no  one  can  find  it. 

Let's  go  bade  to  the  two  stories  in  the 
paper.  &  the  first  stony  of  The  Big  Bang 
Theory  being  heralded  as  the  meansoT 
creation,  immediately  God,  the  Bible 
and  “the  article  said,  "Long  held  reli¬ 
gious  beliefs  may  be  in  question."  May¬ 
be  and  maybe  not!  The  biblical  revela- 


.  mat  it  says,  "In  the  beginning 

Goo  created  the  heaven  and  theearth  ' 
But  before  you  look  at  the  entire  state- 
ment  of  Genesis  1:1,  just  understand  that 
the  mighty  hand  of  a  creative  God  is  at 
w«*  and  whatever  else  vou  may  want 
to  think,  say  or  believe,  before  anything 
ever  happened  at  all  God  was.  * 

I  believe  in  the  biblical  presentation 
ot  creation  because  I  know  the  God  who 
can  do  ui  six  days  what  some  scientists 
say  took  14  billion  years.  I  confess  that 
I  have  some  difficulty  with  laying  my 
Bibfe  aside  and  believing  in  a  scientific 
world  with  all  of  the  discoveries,  bril¬ 
liance  and  tools  which  cannot  find  ar 
airplane  onthis  little  planet.  And  yet 
they  are  telling  me  that  they  can  see 
bade  14  billion  years  to  some  waves 
and  call  it  evidence  that  a  big  bane  took 
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and  call  it  evidence  that  a  big  bang  took 
place.  For  me,  to  believe  that  would  take 
a  whole  lot  more  faith  than  trusting  the 
God  who  I  know.  6 

You  can  mark  this  down.  In  the 
beginning  God  is  absolutely  true.  He  is 
before  the  earth  was  formed.  He  is  be¬ 
fore  the  galaxies  expanded.  He  is  before 
Adam  and  Eve.  He  is  God  before  history 
began.  He  is  the  God  ofall  of  the  ages 
arfo  He  is  tte  God  of  you  ^  me  Mark 
this  down.  In  the  beginning  God."  You 
can  add  to  that  without  equWatior 
that  in  the  end  there  is  God. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at  direc- 
honsQmbcb.org. 
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ground  they’  are  not  using'  ev¬ 
ery  church  can  do  this. 

"We  live  in  an  area  in  Phila¬ 
delphia  that  is  a  true  paradox. 
We  are  just  a  few  blocks  from 
some  of  die  wealthiest  residents 
of  the  city,  but  within  our  im¬ 
mediate  area  one  out  of  three 
children  go  to  bed  hungry  each 
night  We  have  to  do  something 
to  help  feed  them  and  teach 


them  for  Christ* 


WUJtl  uiwivaw 

“We  are  collecting  data  and 
identifying  churches  and  min¬ 
istries  involved  in  mercy  minis¬ 
tries,’  said  Ryan  West,  NAMB 
national  director  for  Love  Loud. 

"We  are  furthering  the  conversa¬ 
tion  of  what  churches  are  already 

doing.  We  are  attempting  to  help 
foster  and  build  networks.’ 

One  of  NAMB's  goals  is  to 
help  those  involved  in  mercy 


to  assist 
com  mu- 

£One  thing  we  can  do  is  help 
them  find  partners  and  others 
who  are  hoping  the  neglected 
in  their  communities  in  other 
ways.  This  help*  alleviate  that 
sense  of  becoming  overwhelmed 
by  pressing  needs  ' 

An  aspect  of  the  LoveLoud 
movement  that  makes  it  attrac¬ 
tive  to  cities  is  how  those  deeply 
involved  in  mercy  ministry  are 


to  a  vibrant  lartn  community. 
West  said.  "Love Loud  brings  a 
refreshing  peace.  The  Gospel 
brings  the  fountain  of  life  to 
thedeaert." 

It  is  this  result  that  often 
opens  the  doors  to  Go  ipel  con¬ 
versations  and  faith  encounters. 
West  said.  Mercy  miniatries  with 
ties  to  local  churches  are  impor¬ 
tant  when  people  come  to  faith 
in  Christ.  Established  relation¬ 
ships  help  new  Christians  feel 
welcome  when  they  come  to 


MEDICARE 


Supp 


i 


✓ 


r. 

rr 

i] 

! 


■MS 


7% 


-  ■-*  c. 


, 


palmer  home 

FOR  CHILDREN 


RELIEF  HOUSEPARENT 
OPENING 


ICD  or  IRA| 

Maturing? 


First  Year 
GUARANTEED 


L.D. 

O’Mire 


■ 


The  Baptist  Record  March  27, 2014 


tV  ■■■  %r*i-  ;  '  ' 


FIRST  CHURCH  GLENDALE.  HATTIESBURG. 

h«ld  •  deacon  ordination  Dec.  8,  2013.  Shown  are 

_  II _ _  Li'li  *  a ^.ui a J  k.  • :a_  aiaa 


-BEULAH  CHURCH.  DECATUR,  held  Hs  childrens  church 
Bible  drill  Mar.  16.  Back  row  -  Mary  Arm  Kelly,  Grant  Estes. 


pastor  Jimmy  Hill,  Marty  Ward  and  his  wife  Jill,  and  Nathan  Kelly,  and  Barbara  J.  Harrison;  front  row  -  Jacob 
deacon  chairman  Tommy  MacDermott.  Howell,  Annley  Howell  (Bible  Buddy),  and  Heston  Harriso 


•  , 

LADIES  FROM  CALVARY  CHURCH.  VICKS¬ 
BURG,  are  shown  sewing  on  badges  for  RAs 
and  GAs.  :  !  ■ 


TERRY'S  CREEK  CHURCH.  MAGNOLIA,  held  a  deacon 
recognition  service  Mar.  9  for  (from  left)  Clarence  Easley 
(37  years  service),  .lohn  Bond  (50+  years),  and  Armond  Lea 
(50+  years).  Also  shown  is  pastor  La  Verne  Summerlin. 


TOOMSUBA  CHURCH.  TOOMSOOBA, 

held  a  baby  dedication  for  James  Thomas 
Feeley  IV.  Shown,  back  row,  are  pastor  J. 
David  Caves.  Charity  Feeley  holding  James 
Thomas,  and  Jimmy  Feeley;  front  row, 
Madison  Feeley  and  Anastasia  Feeley. 
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Just  for  the  Record 


BAY  SPRINGS  CHURCH  BAY  SPRimr* 

Thirteen,  mar,  attended  the  organza.  B-up. 

Men  from  the 

MARION  COUNTY 
BROTHERHOOD. 
tri-county 

ASSOCIATION,  built 
9  storage  building  for 
the  Center  for  Pregnan¬ 
cy  Choices  bf  Lawrence 
County.  Shown,  front 
row,  are  Tony  Morris, 

Glenn  Raybourn,  Mike 
Patrick,  and  Cory  Pitt¬ 
man;  back  row,  Gary 
Morris,  Darel  Daniels, 

Kevin  Smith,  and  Doyle 
Robbins. 


In  other  Church  News: 

>  Mgh  HB  Chureh.  Neshoba 

County,  will  have  a  5th  Sunday 
N«bt  Singing  V.  .  30,  6  pan., 
featuring  One  Way  Quartet  Don 
Cook,  pastor,  Mike  Barker,  music 
leader. 

Country  Woods  Church, 

Byeam,  is  having  its  4th  annual 
Underground  Church  Apr.  4, 6:30 
pm  -  midnight  Robert  J.  Mor¬ 
gan,  Bible  study  leader;  Chris  Uty- 
ton,  worship  leader  Jon  DanieLs. 
pastor.  For  more  information,  call 
(601)371-7955. 


MONTPELIER 

CHURCH. 

CEOARBLUFF. 


MISSISSIPPI  WMU  SEEKING 
EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR-TREASURER 

DESCRIPTION  OF  DUTIES 

Th.  bkMh.  Orector-Trseatirar  of  fomr,  M  «  wq 

Umon  '$  responsible  for  promoting  s  ann-ng.  co^duC^irg 
^nd  evaluating  the  missions  mod  *3 t  o-*  ss<ors* 
awareness  missions  e ducat  on  m.ss  ons  suapo^t  and 
71  ss<ons  involvement  among  women  yout*  girls 
preschooler*  and  co-ed  groups  *r  Mrsvsspp  Sapt  st 
cnur;hes  anp  associations  throughout  th#  stats 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Eduout.on  Co  -ge  4  yea'*  Seminary  2  t o  3  /*  :■=. 
Experience  Church  Denomination  5  to  *G  years 

RESUMES  SHOULD  BE  ADDRESSED  TO: 

WMU  Search  Committee  Marion  D  ^.ncan.  Chairman 
*  7  CafrDr  pg«  Or  „e.  Starhwiie  MS  31?? 59 


eeeeion  study  on 

True  Lr"e  Waits  for 
its  yr,ut h.  Fourteen 
students  pertk.' 
patedFeb.  19  in  the 
study  led  by  Missis¬ 
sippi  State  Univer¬ 
sity  students  Anna 
Claire  Robinson  and 
Cole  Bostick.  The 
students  were  part 
of  a  commitment 
service  the  follow¬ 
ing  Sunday. 


Truth  is  not  relative. 

the  One  who  is  the  tut.  truth,  and  life. 

MmpU  share  the  in  Wo  wing  prase  r  with  Cud 
in  v our  nw n  words: 
"•(1  I  ldrnii  ih.il  I  need  mu.  I  have  sinned.) 

i  I  want  forgiv  eness  iur  nw  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death.  I  repent.) 
1.  1  believe  lesus  died  and  rose  from  tHe 
■^rave  In  forgive  mv  sins  and  lo  restore 
mv  relationship  with  vou. 
.  1 1  believe  in  |etus. ) 

4  Kv  la  Jh,  I  invite  |esus  Christ  into  mv  lile. 
From  this  lime  on.  Hvvanl  lo  live  in  a  loving  relationship 
with  Him  I  receive  (  brist  as  mv  savior  and  Lord. , 
ii  s at  *  Ihr  rifihl  /,»  become  t  lutdrrn  nt 
'hose  him  fre/iete  m  hi -  name  /oho  l  t j 
"’'•u*  a  local  Southern  Raplisi  churvh 
ior  spiritual  '4uid.ini «  . 


RESUMES  WILL  BE  RECEIVED  UNTIL  APRIL  30,  2014 
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to  heaven,  but  you  do  have  J  < 
lieve  it  is  the  word  of  God  to  so 


WHITEHEAD 

ooor.  from  p.  2 

say  the  bill  is  just  too  broad  and 
general  to  be  safe.* 

The  reporter  reminds  the 
politicians  of  the  First  Amend¬ 
ment:  Congress  shall  make  no 
law  respecting  an  establishment 
of  religion  or  prohibiting  the  free 
exercise  thereof.™ 

The  first  16  words  in  the  Bill 
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the  highest  velocity  at  which  on  one  hundred  billion  trillion 
any  cause  can  have  an  effect  in  googol,"  he  said.  A  googol  is  a 
space-time  —  it  could  not  have  unit  of  measurement  that  con- 
reached  its  present  size,  accord-  sists  of  a  digit  followed  by  too 
ing  to  Big  Bang  proponents.  zeroes,  or  1.0  x  toioo. 

Alan  Guth,  currently  a  pro-  The  notion  of  a  "muhiverse” 
fessor  of  physics  at  Massachu-  is  often  coupled  to  the  inflation- 
setts  Institute  of  Technology  in  ary  mechanism,  Gordon  said, 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  proposed  "with  the  idea  that,  if  inflation 
inflation  in  1980  in  an  attempt  produces  enough  universes, 

I  to  explain  the  universe's  such  improbabilities  don't  mat- 
fine  tuning  and  unifbr-  ter  ...frjhe  BICEP2  results 
mity  without  reference  don’t  speak  to  the  issue  of  a 
to  a  supernatural  ere-  multiverse  which,  even  if  it  ex- 
ator.  If  all  matter  was  hy  such  means,  would  be 

crunched  together  be-  the  result  of  a  finely  tuned  uni- 
fore  the  Big  Bang,  Guth  vme  generator. 

-  - -  "In  short,  it’s  intelligent  de¬ 

sign  no  matter  which  way  you 
turn,  and  theophobic  scientific 
materialists,  once  they  get  past 
knee-jerk  denials,  will  have_  to 
come  to  terms  with  this  fact." 

The  detection  of  gravitation¬ 
al  waves  also  factors  into  the 
debate  between  young  and  old 
earth  creationists,  Gordon  said. 

If  those  who  believe  the 
universe  is  only  thousands  of 
years  old  argue  that  God  cre¬ 
ated  it  with  the  appearance  of 
age,  the  new  discovery  poses  no 
problem  for  them,  he  said.  God 
could  have  created  earth  with 
light  from  distant  stars  already 
present  even  though  it  hadn’t 
had  time  to  travel  from  those 


occupy  a  unique  position  in  cre¬ 
ation,  Netties  said  in  an  email 
interview  with  BP. 

Revelations  about  the  uni¬ 
verse's  complexity  should  reas¬ 
sure  believers  of  God’s  provi¬ 
dential  care.  Nettles  said. 

Psalms  19  and  136  use  "the 
majesty  of  the  physiol  creation" 
to  “introduce  the  covenant- 
keeping  Yahweh,”  he 
said.  “It  says  that  a 


Faculty  members  gravitational  iv  simmc 

of  the  six  Southern  ~  ^ —  waves  which  po- _  degree  o 

Baptist  seminaries  NETTLES  lamed  electro-  GORDON  it  expar 

hold  to  both  old  and  magnetic  radia-  the  com 

young  earth  creationism.  There  tion  throughout  the  universe  in  entinc  laws  with 
is  widespread  agreement,  how-  a  specific  way.  A  telescope  at  the  However,  Go 
ever,  that  Darwinian  evolution  South  Pole  lcnown  as  BICEP2  mic  inflation  rei 
is  unscriptural.  detected  that  type  of  polariza-  fine-tuniM  itset 

“The  recent  purported  de-  tion  for  the  first  time,  research-  unwillingly  incr 
tection  of  gravitational  waves  ers  of  the  BICEP2  consortium  hood  of  the  urn 
serves  as  further  confirmation  announced  March  17.  by  an  intelligent 

of  Einstein's  Theory  of  Gener-  According  to  these  scientists,  “The  energy  1 
al  Relativity  and  of  the  nature  the  discovery  also  provides  evi-  ary  field  has  to  I 
of  the  Big  Bang  itself,'  Bruce  dence  for  “inflationary  cosmol-  tremendous  pn 
Gordon,  associate  profeasor  ogy”  or  “inflation,"  the  idea  that  for  a  universe 
of  the  history  and  philosophy  the  universe  expanded  faster  1st,  with  mtlai 
of  science  at  Houston  Baptist  than  the  speed  of  light  during  requiring  a  a 
University  in  Houston,  Texas,  the  first  tnUionths  erf  a  second  precision  of  at 
told  Baptist  Press  (BP)  in  an  following  the  Big  Bang.  If  the  in  one  hundrex 
e-mail  interview.  universe  initially  expanded  lion  trillion  tnl 

If  corroborated  by  the  scien-  merely  at  the  speed  of  fight  —  perhaps  as  mu 


COURT 

com.  from  p  J 

It  as  a  landmark  caae.  “It  baa 
major  significance  for  religions 
liberty"  and  “for  what  consti¬ 
tutional  rights  business  own¬ 
ers  can  claim,"  said  Hawley, 
a  member  of  the  Becket  Fui.d 
for  Religious  Liberty  legal  team 
and  an  associate  professor 
at  the  University  of  Missouri 
School  of  Law  in  Columbia. 

Matt  Bowman,  senior  legal 
counsel  for  the  Alliance  De¬ 
fending  Freedom  in  Scottsdale, 
At,  explained  to  Baptist  Press 
the  consequences  for  not  only 
the  Green  family  (the  evangeh- 
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reached  differen*  conclusions 
last  year  in  the  lawsuits.  The 


last  year  m  the  lawsuits,  me 
Third  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals 
in  Philadelphia  ruled  for  the 
federal  government  in  Cones¬ 
toga  Wood's  challenge,  while 
the  10th  Circuit  Court  in  Den¬ 
ver  sided  with  Hobby  Lobby. 

The  principle  involved  in  the 
case  is  rooted  in  theology  and 
America's  founding,  Moore 
said.  “The  government  doesn  t 
grant  us  religious  liberty;  God 
does,”  he  told  Baptist  Press  in 
a  written  statement.  "The  gov¬ 
ernment  is  to  recognize  that 
God-given  natural  right  for  all 
persons  to  freely  exercise  their 
religious  convictions. 

What's  at  stake  is  the  heri¬ 
tage  our  forefathers  bought 
with  their  blood,"  Moore 
said.  “More  than  that,  what  s 
at  stake  is  the  truth  that  God 
alone,  and  not  Caesar,  is  Lord 
of  the  conscience.’ 

There  are  59  triefe  sup¬ 
porting  Hobby  Lobby  and/or 


implementing  the  2010  health¬ 
care  reform  Taw,  the  U.S.  De¬ 
partment  of  Health  and  Human 
Services  (HHS)  announced  m 
August  2011  a  proposed  rule 
requiring  employers  to  pay  for 
coverage  of  contraceptive*,  in¬ 
cluding  drugs  that  can  induce 
abortfaae. 

Objections  to  the  regula¬ 
tion  tailed  to  produce  either 
a  retraction  from  HHS  or 


building-,  or  objactonly  phofographa 
raphs  containing  inappropriata  gestures 
ving  wW  not  be  pubSehed  Ce»  phone 
low  resolution  items  that  do  ncx 
•print  are  generafiy  not  publishable 
t.  that  news  items  and/or  photographs 
unsolicited  malarial  w*  not  be 
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More  than  300  parties 


Conestoga  Wixid,  according  to 
the  Becket  Fund,  and  23  bnefs 
filed  in  opposition. 

The  high  court  is  expected 
to  issue  a  decision  before  the 
end  of  its  term  in  late  June  or 
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Dr.  Rory  Lee,  Executive  Director 

P.O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)922-2242 


llr.  Oku  Broom 

Mr.  k  Mr*.  Jimmy  Jenkjra 
1  lr.  ft  Mrs.  Lester  Hwidox 
Marlene  B.  Brown 

Ms.EtheleenJ.  Blanton 
Harry  Brumfield 

Anthony  DeLre  Family 
Couples  Ill  BSC.  Ariinftoo 
BC 

Mr.  ft  Mr*.  Barney  J.  Albritton 
Mr  .  ft  Mm  Robert  A.  Johnston 
Robert  ft  G*9  King 
Mr.  Huwani  Bruner 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mr.  Jimmy  Bruner 

Mr.  ft  Mr*.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mr  SOI  a  Brunson 

Mr.  ft  Mi*.  Thomas  M. 
Simmons 

Ms.  Carolyn  C.  Pogue 
-  Ms.  Theresa  L  Phillips 
PoDy  Buchanan 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jim  Blair 
Nettie  Bumgart 
Mary  Malone 
Bradford  Chapel  BC 
John  Bunch 

Jack  ft  Judy  McRee 
Mr.  Joe  Buatin 

Mrs.  Joy  B.  Roberts 
Ms  B.  Gail  Rittenhousc 
Delton  and  Mildred  Campbell 
Ray  ft  Linda  Campbell 
Mac  Campbell 

Ray  ft  Linda  Kay  Campbell 
Mr.  Thurman  ‘Sonny* 
Carmichael 

Rev  ft  Mrs.  Wiftam  B  Webb 
Colleen  Carr 

Byron  k  Nell  Dean 
Mr  Malcolm  Carter 

Dr.  Rebecca  Sue  Wilkie 
Betty  Chapman 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jerry  Chapman 


DECEMBER  tot] 


Mr  ft  Mrs.  B  Frank  Stokes 
Dr  .  ft  Mrs.  Victor  L  Walsh 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Bill  Stokes 

Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Victor  L  Walsh 
Mr.  ft  Mm  James  Stokes 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Victor  L  Wakh 
arren  at  Decay  atnnuino 
Mr.  ft  Mil.  Warren  Adrian 


Mrs.  Betty  Lou  Bed 

Codl  ft  Penny  Wsahington  Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Gmg  L  Wilkimon 

Rev.  ft  Mrs  Jemee  Welker  Emery  Plytoo  Bed 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  John  Hohbe  Mr.  ft  Mra.  EOand  Ray  Adams 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  R.  B.  ‘Dunk’  nrt* 

Wallace  Mr.  k  Mra.  Fred  Dixon 

Mrs.  Sue  Hamilton  Mrs.  Lillie  Mae  Bexley 

Dr.BettyeWdeh  Mr  ftMm.ChmimA.Mmck. 

Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Victor  L  Wakh  Mr  Blake  Bterbaum 
Mr  John  Walsh  Mr.  ft  Mm  Gnt  L  Wiftjnac 

Mr.  Clsti  McNsir  Marlin  D.  Blanton 

Dr  ft  Mrs.  W  Walsh  Ma.  Ethdeen  J.  Blanton 

Mr.  ft  Mm  Balfoar  Upocomb  Mm  Minnie  Blaamgsme 
Mrs  Louise  West  Mr.  ft  Mm  Wallace  G 

Mr.  ft  Mm  Steve  West  HiUhouae 

Kris.  Kama  Cam  ft  Riley  White  Mr.  ft  Mm.  Sitriry  D.  Bohanm 
Mr.  ft  Mm  Robin  White  MxfcMm  William  L 

Mr.  Jeff  Bryan  Mrs  wahelmma  Bead 

London  Williams  Roses  ft  Martha  Douglas 

Mr.  ft  Mm.  BUI  Newsom  Mr  Leo  Bonnet 

Msycie  Williams  Mr  ft  Mm  R.  N 

Mr.  ft  Mm  Bill  Newsom  Lmningham,  Jr. 


Mr  .  ft  Mm  Gn«  L  WOdmoo 
irha  D  Blanton 


Mr.  Gray  F.  Strickland 
Mm  Karen  Swain 

Joy  88C,  PBC  Lekmd 
Mr  Kirk  Taylor 

Ms  Patricia  T.  White 
MrWskarTaytor 
Mr.  Kirk  G.  Taylor 
Mr.  ft  Mm  Zach  Taylor  HI 
Mr  .  Kirk  C.  Taylor 


Mr  ft  Mm  Barney  J  .Alxitton 
The  Surgical  Chnk  Associates. 
FA 

Mr  .  TareyW  .  Hickman 
Mm  Carolyn  Thomas 
Mr.  ft  Mm  Harry  Poag 


Mr.  ft  Mm  BUI  Newsoc 
KaOy  ft  Lynn  Whoa 

Mr  ft  Mm  Doughs  J  Zu 
M.  Kelly  Wilson 

Mr  Arnold  L  Chasers 
Wynndaie  BC  Ladies  Bible 
Study  Group 

Mm  Carat  SchUHn* 


Mr.ft  Mm  CScotl  Boui 
Hilda  Bourne 

Mr.  ft  Mm  Tad  Ported 


Mr.  ft  Mm  Ron  A.  Yarbrough 
Ma.  Phylhs  A.  Yarbrough 


Mr.  Jason  V 
Mr.  Jeff  Bryan 
Mr.  Clifton  Van  Cleave 
Buffalo  Services,  Inc. 

Rev  ft  Mrs  Paul  Vandercoo* 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Victor  L  Welsh 
Mr.  Row  Vann 

Mr.  Chuk  McNair 
Mr.  ft  Mra  William  Voss 
Mr.  ft  Mm  Robert  Kyxar 
James  ft  Jennifer  Walker  ft 


MEMORIALS 


Archie  ARrrMoo 

Mr.  ft  Mm  Barney  J.  AMtoo 
Mr.  ft  Mm  Joe  W.  Albritton 


Ms.  Jeenne  Y.  Tapp 
Mr.  Ofton  Boyd 

Mr.  ft  Mm  Ont  L  WOdmon 
Mildred  Boyd 

Mr.  ft  Mm  Nathan  Adams 

Mr  ft  Mrs  Denay  L  Moore 
Ana  Moore 
Bubba  Johnson 
GuoiBfn  Brandon 

Mr.  ft  Mm  Sloven  Burgees 
Bo  Dick  Brewer 

Mr.  ft  Mm  Barney  J.  Ahftkm 
Donald  Brewer 

Mr  ft  Mm  Tommy  Aden 
Preatoo  Kady  Brooke  Sr. 

Mr  Charles  W  Holmes 
Mr  Daniel  S.  Wright 
PBC  Oxford 


Mr.  ft  Mm  Barney  J.  Alrritton 
John  D.  Albritton 
‘  Mr.  ft  Mm  Peal  D.  .Albritton 
Mr.  ft  Mm  Barney  J  .  AMson 
Mr.  Sammie  Alford 

Mr.  ft  Mr*.  Troy  N.  Alford 
Ms  HoOyJ.  Alford 
Colby  James  dlen 

Billy  ft  Tarry*  Moore 
Mr.  -neABen 

Mr.  ft  Mm  KnndaB  Howell 
Mr.  ft  Mm  Troy  N.  Alford 
Mrs.  Sue  Hamilton 
Richard  C. ‘Ricky*  Aden 

Mr.  ft  Mm  Tommy  Allen 
Mm  Sue  Hamilton 
Mr.  Oned  Allred 

Mr  .  ft  Mm  Gn«  L  WiUnaon 
Michael  Alvares 

Mr.  ft  Mm  Arthur  D.  Bumett 
Robert  Vacquea  (Bob)  Anderson 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  William  G. 
Sansing,  Sr. 

Alan  Andrews 

Mm  Edna  M.  Gilliland 
Jimmy  Arthur 

Mis.  Billie  Lynn  Arthur 
1  amar  Arthur 

Mm  Billie  Lynn  Arthur 
Ariio  Averrtt 

Mr.  ft  Mm  Wade  L  Allen 
Mrs  Betty  Barber 
Rory  and  Janet  Lee 
Ernest  L  Barlow  Sr. 

Mm  Odelle  T.  Barlow 
Mra.  Mildred  M.  Barron 

Dr.  ft  Mm  Victor  L  Walsh 
Mr.  ft  Mm  James  E.  dark 
Mr.  ft  Mis.  Jimmy  B.  Camrth 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Krandall  Howell 
Ms.  tails  McEwen 
Mr.  ft  Mm  Ron  D.  Craddock 
Mr.  Jack  Beall 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  Jimmy  Jenkins 


The  Baptist  Children's  Village  has  partnered 
with  th&  Christian  Action  Commission  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  and  Morrison 
Heights  Baptist  Church  to  provide  SEXUAL 
ABUSE  AWARENESS  TRAINING  to  help  reduce 
k  of  child  abuse  In  your  communities 


BCV  EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITY 


Th«  BCV  employs  Christian,  mission-minded,  husband  and  wife 
teams,  without  dependent  children  or  pets,  to  serve  in  the  position 
of  Houseparents.The  couples  must  be  mature  Christian  adults  with 
personal  integrity,  character  and  of  good  reputation  with  standards 
and  ethics  expected  of  any  member  of  The  Baptist  Children  s  Vil¬ 
lage  staff. 


Rev  Wallace  dark 
Ms.  Joyce  R.  Hal) 
Jessica  Clifford 
Branch  BC 


They  receive  a  salary  with  benefits  and  are  provided  a  private  bed-  j 
room  and  meals  while  on  duty.  The  primary  job  responsibility  of 
Houseparena  is  to  maintain  a  home-like  environment  that  models 
healthy,  Christian  family  living  for  children  and  youth  residents.  They  j 

are  the  primary  caregivers  and  help  with  everything  from  trans¬ 
portation  end  homework  to  laundry  and  meals  when  on  duty. 

Houseparent  responsibilities  are  varied  and  somewhat  depend¬ 
ent  upon  which  campus  and  to  which  cottage  the  couple  is  as¬ 
signed.  However,  all  Houseparents  need  to  be  in  good  physical, 
mental  and  emotional  health.  They  must  be  cooperative  and  com¬ 
fortable  working  in  a  team  environment 


To  apply  for  the  current  Houseparent  openings,  please  contact 
Celeste  Cade  at  ccade@bapristchildrensvillage.com  or  601-922- 
2242. 


A  complete  job  description  and  application  may  be  downloaded 
at  www.baptlstchildrensvillage.com. 


ho r  more  information  call 

or  visit  www.baptistchildrensviDage.com. 
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l> A Y  5  C HOOL  LfiSSBHMGR  M ARCH  30 , 

• Proverbs  13:4;  14:23;  20:4;  24:30-34;  26: 13- 14  *  7 
:2°;  24:27;  27:23-27;  1 1:24-25;  19:17;  22:9;  28:27 

God.  Whether  it  is  in  prayer,  study- 
*  w°rd,  involving  ourselves  in 
worehip  or  worfang,  diligence  pays  off 

w'tfinHn1;The  If”0?  v*"° »*  * 
er  finds  himself  with  no  produci  Be¬ 
cause  he  did  not  sow  any  seed  during 
the  planting  season.(2o:4)  We  need  to 


lif nrougnout  scripture  we  are  taught 
i  t^t,our  Potpose  in  life  is  to  share  the 

?  °“J  ?ood  MW  ofJesus  Christ.  Many  times 
to  plant  and  in  scripture  Jesus  taught  us  by  His  ex- 
rffldto.?  that to  meet  the  spiritoalneJds 

muft  retimes  meet 
JUS?  — fuptyslcal  needs  first  Implement- 
=*?  °J°P  ln«  the  proper  work  habits  in  our  lives 
u  *  “  ,nto  the  position  to  share 

1*51'  with  others,  with  the  ultimate  goal  of 
{f£k  sj“?n*  Christ’s  love  with  them.  The 

„  Jfj,  I*™  puts  himself  in  the  position  of 

££7*'  “°*  b«'ng  able  to  help  others  ^therefore, 

hS^X  -  u*  “  opportunity  to  share  Christ. 

““  “o°f-  Hu  laaness  also  is  a  bad  example  that 
*°  W  influence  others  to  be  like  him.  As 
bar . est.  believers,  we  should  desire  to  be  good 
7JL5,  ScamP>“  in  our  work  habits  bemuse 
1  S?  P?rtray,  God’s  wisdom  through  us. 

>e  done  in  a  Also,  through  the  material 


jai  * — :  . —  uiugiu  us  mai 

diligence  brings  great  blessings  from 


'grou?JV  *bould  »««ul«riy  remind  The  need,  of  thewe  w 

os  of  Jesus  leave  no  doubt  n-ss^ves  that  everything  we  have  belongs  su noted  Both 
farfrmt,  more ftmt,  much  toGod.  Could  kbe  that  mediating ontlC  eotWfflorcrftow  in 
r^!'rfPa„l.  ft,  ^  U  gravity  of  that  Aimight  might  cause  us  to  Generous  giving  leads  ut 
P*ea  of  Pnil  to  this  diLin  h  look  more  carefully  at  what  we  DARE  to  an  attitude  of  worship  wh 
r  them  tofoflow  through  on  KEEP  rather  than  concentrating  on  what  God,  exactly  where  He  de 
oned  plan  to  gather  a  mon-  we  CARE  to  GIVE?  SecondConnthnns  nil 

the  struggling  churches  in  God  made  the  seed.  God  supplies  the  convicting  post  script;  ~I 

seed  to  the  sower.  God  watches  the  seed  as  for  His  indescrihabte  (un 
it  germinates.  God  is  the  Lord  of  the  Har-  oeivably  wonderful)  gift’ 
VCSLi  iS*  We  °bey  ffe  scriptural  com-  meant  the  crowning  gift 


to  convey  spiritual  truths.  Thank  good- 
ness,  Paul  the  Apostle  under  the  inspira- 
hon  of  the  Holy  Spirit  plowed  that  row 
tor  me  already. 

I'rom  the  Garden  of  Eden  into  the  Gar- 
2JL  u  Gffl“emane  through  the  Garden  nans  nome  ms  pomi  oy 
tbe  way  to  the  Garden  of  the  logic.  These  offering 
iree  of  Lite,  God  has  always  been  and  will  pared  to  placing  a  pack 
aKvays  be  the  Master  Gaidener.  On  res-  Sound  » 
nraecbon  morning  (John  20X  Mary  Mag-  Sat  a  har- 
perfeeflv  on  target  when  she  vest  might 
assumed  Jesus  to  be  the  care-  result  Their 

J—  lesus  was  the  grain  of  gifts  would  jHkj 

fell  to  the  earth  and  be  sown  DiUI 

e  had  now  risen  as  the  into  the 
10  sleep  (iCorinthians  furrows  of 
.  —  us  is  that  we  plant  our  these  needy 
mto  the  sod  of  His  bountiful  believers.  H 
ine  purpose.  Through  our  will-  The  har- 

etodie  as  a  seed  in  the  ground,  vest  would  „iioi  uuic  u  r. 

be  flie  furtherance  of  the  gospel  both  in  we  need,  yes,  even  more  tharTw  r^d  3iafs  enoui 
Cormth  and  in  Jerusalem  Warning:  Do  not  confuse  this  promise  with  ss  c'Jdthi 

There  are  lewons  to  learn  from  Paul’s  the  latest  TV  sweepstakes  arfvotisement  freely  give.  ” 
rounsel  to  Corinthian  givers.  First,  realize  Why  not?  Giving  is  not  for  what  we  gain,  live  to  give. 
*t,»t  a™™  -s  a  matter  of  the  heart  Next,  Verse  11  promises  we  will  be  enriched  in  ev- 
to  give.  Finally,  we  must  give  erything  so  that  we  can  be  even  more  liberal 


youtopon 


wheat  who  IriUinj 
fed  (John  12:24). 
brst  fruits  of  those 
IS20).  If 
bves  dee 
love  and 
ingobedi 
God  will 

andhea _ 

Sowingand 


Brown 


Pj*  that  runs  thruus 
Jo  Revelation  2: 

the  brown  thumb, _ _  _ 

)Pu  cannot  plant  tomatoes  and  resp  water-  with 


Brown  is  staff  evangelist  at  First 
Church,  Richland 


.  .  .  lowed  by  covered  dish  lunch  Mar.  30 

Homecomings  s;  k  isszitzi 

rin  Heights  Church,  Pearl 
speaker;  Steve  Jackson,  Pear 
Idea-  Saveli,  speaker.  son  Church,  P-»ri  music;  La 

Apr.  ►  Terry's  Creek  Church,  Verne  Summerlin,  pastor. 

>.m.;  Magnolia:  Revival,  Mar.  ►  Fair  River  Church.  Un  _ _ _ 

Don  30;  services,  10:30  a.m.,  fol-  coin  Association:  Revival,  ►  Trinity 


--  APr-  *:  Sun-,  to  vival,  Mar.  30  -  Apr.  2;  Sun. 

ta  ™  ®  7  Sund*y  School,  9  a  m.;  wor- 

WetL,  7  p.m . ,  Randall  Creel,  . n  _  m  < 

speaker;  Sun.  a  m.  music!  ,  PL  ,0J*m”  foUow*d  by 
Ronnie  Cottingham;  Sun!  '““band  .2:30  p.m.;  Mon. 
-  Wed.  p.m.  music,  Steve  ft  ~  Wed-.  bght  meal,  5:30  p.m. 
Becky  Carver  ft  Family;  Jay  followed  by  services,  7  p.m.; 
Anderson,  pastor.  Dean  Stewart,  speaker;  Da- 

HHHM/  Church,  Petal:  Re-  vid  Kitrell,  music. 
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Ark  reproduction  on  track  for  2016  unveiling 


■ 

PETERSBURG.  Ky.  (BP)  -  A  success¬ 
ful  bond  offering  allowing  construc¬ 
tion  to  begin  in  May  on  a  full-scale 
replica  of  Noah’s  ark  can  be  tied  to 
publicity  generated  by  a  creation¬ 
ism  debate  with  Bill  Nye,  known  as 
The  Science  Guy,  and  by  Paramount’s 
film.  Noah,  Answers  in  Genesis  CEO 
Ken  Ham  said. 

Ham’s  defense  of  creationism 
against  Nye’s  evolution  arguments 
was  viewed  by  seven  million  people  in 
a  Feb.  4  live  stream,  according  to  the 
biblical  apologetics  ministry  Answers 
in  Genesis  (AiG). 

Three  weeks  later.  Ham  announced 
enough  money  had  been  raised  to  fund 
the  *73  million  first  phase  of  the  Ark 
Encounter  educational  park,  which 
includes  a  510-foot  ark. 

He  credited  God  for  bringing  the 
project  to  fruition.  The  date  of  my 
debate  with  Bill  Nye  had  been  on  our 
calendar  several  months  before  we 
knew  the  final  delivery  date  of  the  Ark 
bonds,"  Ham  said  in  a  press  release, 
“but  in  God’s  timing,  not  ours  —  and 
although  the  bond  registration  had  al¬ 
ready  closed  before  Feb.  4  and  no  more 


UllUiUU  UV/I 

ms  and  ark  member- 

;  »'l.y  r.r'M 

Pfl^ 

.icauus  va  i«uu,  wvui 

exhibit  design*  and 
1  reported. 

ter  will  include  installation  of  the  park 
infrastructure  on  800  acres  off  I-75 
in  Grant  County,  Ky.,  south  of  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  and  the  construction  of  the 
ark.  The  ark  is  slated  to  open  in  2016, 
Ham  said. 

Ham  continues  to  caution  people 
about  watching  Paramount's  up¬ 
coming  Noah.  He  described  it  as  not 


pie  understand  the  biblical  account 
of  Noah's  ark,  which  is  crucial  to  the 
Gospel,  Ham  said.  “I  believe  the  ark 
is  the  greatest  reminder  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel.  As  Noah  and  his  family  had  to  go 
through  a  door  to  be  saved,  we  need 
to  go  through  a  door  to  be  saved.  So 
it’s  a  reminder  of  Jesus.  He  said,  T  am 
the  door.' 


"We  want  to  build  the  ark  with  that 
emphasis,  to  lead  people  to  the  door, 
to  go  through.  Whereas  the  Noah  mov¬ 
ie  is  being  produced  by  Hollywood 
for  entertainment." 

Ham  encourages  moviegoers  to  in¬ 


stead  see  a  biblically  solid  portrayal 
of  the  global  flood  in  a  movie  directed 
by  Ray  Comfort,  Noah  —  and  the  Last 


h.TT.P^dfPi.'frrai 


on  You¬ 
Tube  and  DVD. 

Comfort,  founder,  president  and 
CEO  of  Living  Waters  Publications, 
said  he  directed  and  produced  his 
Noah  film  in  protest  at  Pr, ■-amount’s 
production.  For  more  information  on 
Comfort’s  production,  go  to  NoahThe- 
Movie.com. 


SBC  2014  annual  meeting  theme  announced 


Baltimore,  Southern  Baptist  Con-  spouse  last  year  that  we  decided  we 
ventioii  (SBC)  President  Fred  Luter  wanted  to  do  it  again,*  Smith  said  of 
has  announced.  the  evening  session.  "We  just  think 

"We  have  not  had  a  theme  that  fo-  |t*g  ,0j„,  to  bring  back  something  that 
cuaed  on  prayer  mid  revival  for  many  foU*  g?t0  Conrention  for  -  to  hear 
years,  said  Luter,  pastor  of  Franklin  the  Word,  to  be  inaplred,  and  to  wor- 
Avenue  Olureh  in  NewOrteana.  I  ship.  Wert  looking  forward  to  it" 

SSLS:  ^d  ^cuU^.'SSS  UW.  *  of  the  ~»®itte«, 

particularly  among  requeued  at  the  September  2013  Ex- 

*alm  8^S?t9  la  Luter’.  .elec-  ecutiiv*  Committee  meeting  that  the 
tion  as  the  biblical  text  to  support  the  "«“*»«  worship  format  continue, 
theme:  Then  we  will  not  turn  away  . .  .  .  .  . ,  , 

from  You;  revive  us.  and  we  will  call  ..  [ Present  Luter]  aaid,  I  d  re- 
on  Your  -.m.  Restore  us.  Yahweh.  llke  to  recommend  that  we  do 

the  God  of  Hosts;  look  on  us  with  fs-  *e  Tuesday  night  event  again.’  And 
vor,  and  we  will  be  saved*  (HCSB).  of  course  our  committee  whoieheart- 
Later  will  preach  during  the  June  supported  that,"  Smith  said.  "On 
10  evening  session,  marking  his  last  Tuesday  night  of  the  convention  he  11 
presidential  address.  be  sharing  his  president's  address  and 

No  other  business  will  be  presented  Roger  [McGee,  pastor  of  music  and 
or  discussed  in  the  evening  session,  worship  at  First  Church  in  Alexin¬ 
adhering  to  last  year's  annual  meeting  dria,  Va.)  will  be  leading  in  the  wor- 
format,  said  David  Smith,  chairman  of  ship  time." 


Than  we  will  not  turn  away  from  You.  revive  us.  and  will  call 
on  Your  name.  Restore  us.  Yahweh,  the  God  of  Hosts;  look  on  us 
with  favor,  and  we  will  be  saved*  (HCSB). 

Puakn  80:10-19 


